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NASA launched a multipurpose spacecraft hamed Mars- Reconnalssancé’Orbltér on .~
August 12, 2005 to advance our understanding of Mars through detailed ]
observation, to examlne _potential Iandmg sites for future surface missions and to
provide a hlgh -data-rate communlcatlons relay for those missions. Scientists are
~ using the spacecraft to study the surface, monitor the atmosphere ‘and probe ' :
~ underground, all to gain better knowledge of the dlstrlbutlon and history of Mars -
. water whether frozen I|qu|d or vapor.
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